solemnly borne away, a bloody proof of the
execution.

"The two representatives of the Mikado
then left their places, and crossing* over to
where the foreign witnesses sat, called to us
to witness that the sentence of death upon
Taki Zenzaburo had been faithfully carried
out. The ceremony being at an end, we left
the temple.'1

I might multiply any number of descrip-
tions of seppuku from literature or from the
relation of eye-witnesses; but one more
instance will suffice.

Two brothers, Sakon and Naikl, respect-
ively twenty-four and seventeen years of
age, made an effort to kill lyeyasu in order
to avenge their father's wrongs; but before
they could enter the camp they were made
prisoners. The old general admired the
pluck of the youths who dared an attempt
on his life and ordered that they should be
allowed to die an honorable death. Their
little brother Hachimaro, a mere infant of
eight summers, was condemned to a similar
fate, as the sentence was pronounced on all
the male members of the family, and the